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Citizenship - Teacher’s Notes 
Theme- The Changing Landscape 
 
Introduction  
In 1800, 90 % of the population worked in the countryside and 10 % in the 
towns. By the end of the century, only 25% lived in the countryside with  
75% living in towns and cities. 
 
During this period, most towns and cities had witnessed great change. More 
homes were built to house the great numbers moving from the countryside to 
the town. However, the appearance of rural areas remained unchanged. Rural 
labourers lived mostly in cottages of mud, plaster and thatch with one room 
downstairs and one up, sometimes housing families of 10 or 12 children. 
These buildings might have looked picturesque, but they were damp and 
draughty to live in. 
 
Life was often hard and work was monotonous for the men, women and 
children who laboured in the fields, particularly during harvest time.  
 
Towards the end of the century, wages had risen and life was more 
comfortable for farm workers. Agricultural labourers, however, remained 
amongst the poorest paid of all workers. 
 
Although people continued to move to the cities as the changing work patterns 
of industry over agriculture drove them to search for a better life, many 
continued to prefer life on the land. 
 
Artists tried to capture this rural way of life, which they could see was fast 
disappearing as more and more people moved away from the land. Some of 
these artists romanticised the passing way of life as a rural idyll.  
 
Lesson activities - Protecting the 
countryside 
 
Citizenship national curriculum - KS3 
 
Key concepts 
1.2  Rights and responsibilities, 1, 2, 3 
 
 Key processes 
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2.1  Critical thinking and enquiry, 1, 3 
2.2  Advocacy and representation, 1, 2, 3 
3    Range and content, 1, 5, 7 
4    Curriculum opportunities, 1, 2, 7, 10 

Key question - What responsibilities do we have in protecting the 
landscape? 

In this activity, pupils discuss and analyse the Countryside Code.  This activity 
links with those in the other subject areas in this theme.  
The following activity has been adapted by kind permission of Natural 
England, from one of a series of activities from their education resources.  

Podcast 
There is a podcast, which includes a discussion of a recent visit to some of 
the locations that Brian Hatton used in his paintings-go to The Changing 
Landscape Podcasts.  

Resources 
• Bulleted points from the Countryside Code leaflet - found at the end of

this document
• Countryside Code leaflet PDF- go to

http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_cod
e/educational_resources/educational_resources The leaflet is the last
item on the page. 

• http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_cod
e/creature_comforts_video
The Creature Comforts Countryside Code video.

• Scissors

Useful web links 
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/educ
ational_resources/educational_resources 
Here you will find an education activity booklet for secondary schools. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
The Natural England web site.  

The PDF bulleted list of the Countryside Code will need to be cut into bullet 
point strips, prior to Activity 2. 

Background  
Brian Hatton had a great love of the natural environment as can be seen 
though his many paintings of both the landscape and rural life. The natural 
environment needs more protection in today’s world as many people are 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/brianhatton/112.aspx�
http://brianhatton.herefordshire.gov.uk/resources/the-changing-landscape/podcasts.aspx
http://brianhatton.herefordshire.gov.uk/resources/the-changing-landscape/podcasts.aspx
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/educational_resources/educational_resources�
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/educational_resources/educational_resources�
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/creature_comforts_video�
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/creature_comforts_video�
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/educational_resources/educational_resources�
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code/educational_resources/educational_resources�
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/�
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drawn to it for a variety of leisure pursuits.  Natural England has been set up 
to conserve and enhance the natural environment, for its intrinsic value, the 
wellbeing and enjoyment of people and the economic prosperity that it brings.  
 
Activity 1 - Creature comforts video 
Your teacher will show you the Creature Comforts countryside code video. 
 
Activity 2 - The Countryside Code 
The aim of this activity is to sort the bullet points in the countryside code in 
order of importance. 
 

• Form a line with your class  
• Collect one of the bulleted points from the document ‘Sort it Out’ from 

your teacher. There are 26 points so you may need to share with 
another person 

• Silently read the bullet point  
• Talk to the person on your right and together decide which of your 

bullet points is the most important 
• The person with the most important point must move to the right one 

place in the line 
• Repeat this activity until everyone has agreed their place in the line 
• When the places in the line have been finally decided ask one person 

to  record the final positions 
 
Activity 3 - Making decisions 
Discuss why some cards were seen as more important than others. 
Which ones were the most difficult to decide on? 
Why are some rules easy to agree with and others controversial?  
Would you now change the order in which you placed them?  
  
Activity 4 - The Countryside Code 2 
Read the Countryside Code leaflet to discover the order in which they have 
placed the points.  
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